STARBLAZER 


SPACE FICTION ADVENTURE IN PICTURES No. 72 





THE TERRAN CONFEDERATION WAS LOCKED IN 
GRIM CONFLICT WITH THE BRUTAL, WARRIOR 
NATION ОР FAREET. ОМ EARTH'S GALACTIC 
OUTPOST, THULE, THE FIGHTING WAS FIERCEST. 
NEITHER SIDE HAD SPACECRAFT CAPABLE OF 
REACHING THE OTHER’S HOME PLANET, SO THULE 
WAS NEEDED AS A STEPPING STONE. WHOEVER 
CONTROLLED THULE WOULD WIN THE WAR. TO 
SUPPLY. THULE, THE TERRAN CONFEDERATION 
DEVELOPED THE CYCLOTRON TUNNEL, A BEAM OF 
PURE ENERGY THAT COULD SEND SUPPLIES AT THE 
SPEED OF LIGHT—AND THE FAREET DID THEIR BEST 
TO WRECK IT... AND THE STRANDED EARTH ARMY. 
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ON THULE | 


É сокот CAPTAIN, DUNC BOWN, PATROLLED THE TERRAN SUPPLY COLUMN 2፡4 


ITS WAY TO THULE 





THE LIGHTLY ARMED ESCORTS PREVENTED THE STREAM OF 
፳፪ SUPPLIES DRIFTING OUT OF THE CYCLOTRON TUNNEL. 
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GET THAT FAREET BEFORE 
Ж HE INCINERATES US. JX 
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THE FAREET FIGHTER POURED A HAIL OF DESTRUCTION INTO THE MUCH NEEDED SUPPLIES. 
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ONCE AN ESCORT SPUN OUT OF THE CYCLOTRON BEAM, ITS SPEED DROPPED FROM 99.9% 259 
OF LIGHT SPEED TO SOMETHING LESS THAN 10% OF LIGHT SPEED — AND AS ARESULT, THE # 
CONVOY SPED OUT OF RANGE IN MICROSECONDS. > ፦ 


FULL BOOST! WE'LL GET BACK Д 
IN THE BEAM IN 4.1 SECONDS. 


TOO LATE... WE'LL NEVER CATCH THE 


FAREET. THAT'S ANOTHER CONVOY WIPED OUT. 


BOWN TO TERMINAL. CONVOY 
DESTROYED. ALL BUT ONE 
ESCORT WIPED OUT. MY SHIP 

4 EXTERIOR WILL REQUIRE 
RADIATION DECONTAMINATION. 
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THE BATTLE RUNS OUR WAY, THEY HAVE NO WAY 
OF STOPPING THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR 
== 











THULE WAY STATION ORBITED 50 MILES ABOVE THULE 
REMNANTS OF на TERRAN SUPPLIE: 


PACKS ... WE'VE СОТТО СЕТ «ЦІ: 
A CONVOY THROUGH SOON, OR 
THULE WILL FALL. 
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WE WERE KNOCKED OUT OF THE 
ሥ BEAM BECAUSE OUR FIREPOWER 
A'S INSUFFICIENT. | HAVE IDEAS ON 


HOW TO IMPROVE IT. 








BOWN AND RIDD DESCENDED TO THULE ONA 510IILC. Зо 


SS MY OTHER IDEA IS TO ARM TO WHAT PURPOSE? 
| XL ALL THE MISSILES IN THE BEAM. 














K THAT'S ALLI CAN SPARE... AN ESCORT 
= FRIGATE. IT'S FAST AND HAS 
BS TREMENDOUS FIREPOWER. YOU'LL 


TO DETAIL A CREW FOR 

PRIMING THE MISSILES. 

ЕШ RETURN TO EARTH TO 
PICK UP THE NEXT 





ЕО EARTH AS THE NEXT CONVOY WAS BEIN! 
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ON THULE, THE WAR WAS GOING BADLY FOR EARTH. OUTNUMBERED TROOPS, SHORT ON 


EVEN THE RETREAT WAS HAZARDOUS, WITH FAREET ROBOCRAFT PICKING OFF ISOLATED GROUPS. 
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IN HIS COMMUNICATIONS 27 እ Te 1 t еи 
CENTRE, COLONEL RIDD PREPARED ТО WITHOLD А MASSIVE FAREET ATTACK. 





THE FAREET WAR MACHINES ROLLED FORWARD. 








A SENSORS GIVE A COUNT ОР 10,000 
BAZ TROOPS AND 2,000 VEHICLES IN 
THE DETONATION AREA. 
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DED — MELTING SOLID ROCK, AND THE GROUND TURNED ТО 
уз : Е Е 
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А CONVOY OF SUPPLIES LEFT EARTH, STARBLAZE "WITH DUNC BROWN 
ABOARD, TOOK UP POSITION. Е, A < 





ID > ბ 
4503 y мл 
ს , 
nen. (LOOSEN THAT PLATE -) 22 
қ ши Br ARM THE MISSILE. 
9 : 77 = , > 
) 3 7 4 7“ ₪ 7, 
À ፦ ይም 
2 N 83 
5 שש‎ 2 
Š 





ON THULE, GANNO MONITORED THE SITUATION. 


THE TERRANS HAVE SLOWED. дарж ADVANCE. IF == 
THEY GET A CYCLOTRON BEAM CONVOY 
THROUGH INTACT, IT WILL BE SERIOUS FOR 
US. 
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THE TERRANS MUST BE DESPERATE, 
ҮЙ THEY HAVE NO ESCORT CRAFT. ቼቼ 
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ል SCRAMBLER MESSAGE FROM THULE DEPOT- 
RI 





POLESTAR ”, RIDD'S COMMAND SHIP, TOOK OVER THE MISSI‏ יי 
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[2 '' STARBLAZE ", WE HAVE CONTROL. 
MISSILES ACCEPTED AS NOW. 


— = 4 
VANGUARD 1 TO POLESTAR... 
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| WHAT IS IT? TOO SMALL Jej 
|Ы FOR FIGHTING SHIPS. 
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GRADE 2 ALERT! GRADE 2 ALERT! 
ALL CREW INTO SPACEGEAR! 
5 METEOR SCREENS UP IMMEDIATELY! 








THEY'RE MISSLES. GET OUT OF THE BEAM, у 
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WITH THE FAREET SQUADRON ОЕБТКО" EXPENDED MISSILES WERE RECAL 
EE цаас 
ааг 1,2 от чү መ 





/ 
4 


Ж 
ALLSHIPS 
ЕАМ IS 


ES 
E 


DESTROYED. THE 
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ON THULE, GANNO PLANNED A COUNTERSTRIKE. 
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EARTHLINGS ON TOP FAIRLY SOON. 
K WE HAVE MET А DISASTER, BUT OUR 
THEIRS. : 
#2, 











SS 
SEND IN OUR ENTIRE ARMY—BEAM 
КА SUPPLIES WON'T HELP DEAD HUMANS., 
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THE TERRAN-SPACEFLEET HAD TO RETURN TO EARTH FOR FUEL, AND RIDD WAS ORDERED TO, 
TAKE COMMAND OF THULE'S DEFENCE. Р VL еді ₪ 
THAT'S THE SIXTH AREA WE'VE NOTED LACAN WE HOLD OUT UNTIL FURTHER RESOURCES 
TROOP MOVEMENTS. IT ALL ADDS UP TO 23) ARE BEAMED IN TO PUT US ON TOP? > 
መጪ THE SIMPLE FACT THAT WE ARE : 














EARTH'S 222? ARMY ON 
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ል HAIL OF THERMITE FIRESHELLS WAS RAINED DOWN ON THE FAREET FRONT ИМЕ... 









ND THE ARMY ADVANCED. - РТ. “E 2 
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RIDD'S FORCES EXPLOITED A BREAKTHROUGH. 
ре М ነሪ ቃሪ 
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GET SOME ANTI-PERSONNEL ( Ñ за <) 
WEAPONS UP HERE—NOT LASER RIFLES Y” NN Е 7 





NOTHING COULD STOP THE ROBOT TROOPS. Ё 
ኣኳ ч / 
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ТО HALT THE ROBOTS— WITH THULE 





GANNO WATCHED ON HIS BATTLE SCREEN. ll шо 
|. y заслон 


SO THEY THINK TO STOP 
THE ROBOTS BY DIVERTING A RIVER! 





WE'VE RETREATED A LONG WAY. WE 
MUST STABALISE A LINE ALONG THE 
Ba, MOUNTAIN RIDGE. IT'S THE LAST 











АТ EARTH'S THULE GROUND CONTROL — 1 2 
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OR THEY WILL FINISH US. В 
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THE CYCLOTRON BEAM IS THE ONE BIT OF 
TECHNOLOGY WE HAVE WHICH THEY 


LONT. J” 





DO YOU HAVE TECHNICIANS 
AND EQUIPMENT TO DEFLECT 
THE THULE END OF THE BEAM 
ONTO THE ROBOTS WHILE 
THEY ARE CONCENTRATED IN 









иі МЕНЕЕ 
MY IDEA WAS ТО SEND MISSILES. 
DOWN THE BEAM—STRAIGHT 
ONTO THE ROBOT Ч 
CONCENTRATION! 
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| ІТ WON'T WORK. THEIR GROUNI 
INSTALLATIONS CAN DEFLECT 
OR DESTROY MISSILES 6 


Й, REGARDLESS OF SPEED OR ДП 
መመመ DIRECTION. y — 9 





ANDROMEDA! I'VE GOT IT! REVERSE 
THE BEAM, 
ЖК 





THE ROBOTS WERE PULLED ALONG THE BEAM AT LIGHT SPEED. 
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\ / 
— WE CAN ISOLATE AND REPROGRAMME THE ROBOT'S 
C/ FIGHTING PATTERN SO THAT THEY WILL ACT FOR EARTH, 
5, AGAINST THE FAREET. 
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15 THAT CHIEF SYSTEMS ANALYST, CYBERNETICS? 
LISTEN, ፤ AM UNEASY ABOUT GAMBLING ON 
THESE ROBOTS. WE CAN'T REVERSE THE BEAM 
AGAIN. | WANT YOUR PROGRAMMERS АМО: 
TECHNICIANS TO BUILD A LITTLE FAIL-SAFE 
INTO SOME OF THEM. 
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ON A DESERTED SPACEFIELD, THE FIRST на EVENTUALLY, ON A GIVEN SIGNAL 
BATCH OF ROBOTS WERE PARKED, RE- ₪ “Эр [THEY WERE BEAMED BACK TO THU 
PROGRAMMED BUT DEACTIVATED, AWAITING В Ë a 5 

RETURN TO THULE. שש‎ E ЕЗ 
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1 THINK IT LIKELY THAT THE HUMANS Y AN н № 
HAVE SUFFICIENT UNDERSTANDING ) ს ТАТҮ пови, 
TO TURN THE ROBOTS AGAINST US. 208) До 
СІН 
ала № 


х ኢር E 
OH YES, WE NATURALLY HAVE THE FREQUENCIES 
FOR CHANGING ROBOTIC COMMANDS. THE ДА 
EARTH CREATURES MAY BE IN FORANASTY 
SURPRISE—THE DE-PROGRAMMING 





THE ROBOT ARMY WAS ACTIVATED BY EARTH Н.О. —Y ` 
ረ vu 2 % 
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BUT THEY TURNED AGAINST THE EARTH TROOPS — ኣኣ ኳ ჯა 





/ SS 
ДЕЕЦ MUCH! OBVIOUSLY THE FAREET CAN 


AT EARTH HQ — წა 
59 V THEY'RE ATTACKING! | GUESSED AS 
| DEPROGRAMME THE ROBOTS. 





THE MOMENT THE FAREET SENT THE DEPROGRAMMING SIGNAL, ል FAIL-SAFE DEVICE 98 
INSTALLED BY EARTH ው sg ТӘНЕ THE SELF-DESTRUCT MECHANISM. 


47% У BA, РЫ 





ВОТ SOME ROBOTS MOVED RELENTLESSLY ON. б 
j ачуу 5 
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MOVE IT FAST, BUT 12222 2 
DON'T BREAK RANKS. 2 Ее 
a = 
> 7 қ З 
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DESTRUCTED BUT MOST HAVE TURNED ДА 


Gee тк 


ONLY BY TURNING ALL AVAILABLE FIREPOWER ON THEM, DID THE eee PRESSED EARTH 
RCE FINALLY STOP THE ROBOTS. - 2 : 2 / > 
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GANNO HAD PLANNED FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THAT PARTICULAR ROBOT ARMY. 
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— N SIR, THE FACTORY 
SHIP HAS ARRIVED. 
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| ).בב‎ AND IT HAS BEEN MANUFACTURING 
እሚ DEATH ROBOTS SINCE IT LEFT 
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= EARTHLINGS ARE FINISHED ... 
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THIS LOOKS LIKE THE END FOR 
US. THOSE ROBOTS WILL WIPE 
OUT WHAT REMAINS OF THE 
EARTH ARMY, UNLESS WE GET 
SUPPLIES SOON. 





THULE WAYSTATION TO COMMAND. 
SUPPLIES HAVE ARRIVED. WILL 
COMMENCE TO SHUTTLE THEM DOWN. 


WE MIGHT HAVE A CHANCE YET, 
ALTHOUGH WE'RE UNDER ATTACK. 








4 CRAFT OUT OF THE SKY. 
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GENTLEMEN, WE WILL RETURN TO EARTH AND FIGHT 


ROM THERE. IF WE REMAIN HERE WE SHALL BE WIPED À) N/ 


ሃሪ 





UNLESS WE REACH COVER 
A ВЕ WIPED OUT HERE AS WELL! 


WE'LL HAVE TO USE THE SHUTTLES ТО 
GET BACK ТО EARTH—THE ВЕАМ 5 4 





WE'RE TRAPPED HERE. AS LONG AS ፳፻ 
THOSE FAREET CRAFT ARE FLYING 
WE'LL NOT GET FAR IN THE SHUTTLES. J 
= םב ה‎ 7 


„де 5 
THERE ARE ENOUGH LASER CHARGES Y 
TO RIG UP A FAIRLY EFFECTIVE LASER 
CANNON. FIX ІТ TO A SHUTTLE AND 


ТТТ до HAVE A MAKESHIFT FIGHTER, 
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THE MOMENT IM OUT YOU GET | 
THOSE SURVIVORS IN THE OTHER 
HUTTLES AND GET BACK TO EARTH. #22 
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& RIDD TO BOWN! WE ARE ALL 
CLEAR. BREAK OFF AND JOIN U: 








БЕТ COULD TEMPT THOSE 
AEROPODS INTO THE BEAM, 
1 ТНЕУО BE ACCELERATED INTO X; 
THE WAYSTATION AND PS 





USING HIS SKILL, HE ROLLED THE CRAFT UNDER THE BEAM 
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SECONDS. CRAFT WILL LOSE 
FORWARD VELOCITY AND BE 
DRAGGED INTO THULE'S 


GRAVITATIONAL PULL. 
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ENOUGH! EJECT 
ME IN 8.1 SECONDS. 





BOWN OPENED FIRE AT THE WAYSTA 


THIS HAS GOT ТО 
WORK OR ГЦ BE DEAD. 





EJECTED! | HOPE! DID ENOUGH. 
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THE SHUTTLE PLUNGED INTO THE WAYSTATION AT LIGHT SPEED. А 
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IT'S GONE! WITH THE BEAM EQUIPMENT GONE THE 
CYCLOTRON TUNNEL WILL CONTINUE TO THULE 





ON THULE, A WAVE OF DESTRUCTION THREATENED GANNO'S H.Q.— 


58 MEGASSAH! MY ESCAPE POD 
L + +. WHERE IS ІТ? 





TO PIECES AND GANNO PLUNGED TO HIS DEATH. ዎ 
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ху — 
"S THE END OF THE РАВЕЕТ, THAT RS 
ENERGY CLOUD WILL DISSIPATE OVER THE ХУМ ИЙН 
NEXT FEW WEEKS, AND BY THEN WE Sn 





BOWN WAS PICKED UP BY AN EARTH МЕ 


DSHIP SOME TWO SPACIALS LATER. 








PLANET FAREET CONTACTED US TO SAY THAT AS GANNO 
WAS DEAD, ALL HOSTILITIES WOULD CEASE. THEY ARE NOW 
CO-OPERATING ON THE REHABILITATION OF THULE. 


WHILE YOU WERE DRIFTING IN SPACE, THE PEOPLE OF THE 2 | 








DUNC BOWN FOUND OUT WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN ТО НМ ONLY WEEKS LATER HE WAS 
PROMOTED TO OFFICER-IN-CHARGE OF THE THULE CYCLOTRON BEAM. 


т FEEL LIKE TO BE GOING BACK TO 
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DON'T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
+ OTHER ACTION-PACKED 
. ` ADVENTURE 
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NOW ON SALE 





STARBUAZERE 


GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 
: = JUPITER 


JUPITER is the most massive of the planets and fifth from the Sun. It is the only other planet 
apart from Earth known to have a magnetic field. Of its 12 known satellites, one, lo, is larger 
than Mercury. This photograph was taken by Voyager 2 in 1979 and shows Jupiter's Red 
Spot. 





